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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


GENERAL,  STATISTICS 


Area  (Statute  Acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate,  June, 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (per  Rate  Hook) 
Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1 955 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Total  Rates  in  the  £ 


4,717 


195.'))  14,850 

4,014 
...  £90,173 
£388  Os.  Od. 
£1  3s.  Od. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  101  97  198 

Illegitimate  ...  4 2 0 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 1 7 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  ...  ...  ...  33.0 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  13.7* 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  103  54  157 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  10.0* 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  4.7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  19.0 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 

Wliooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


*A4justed  : Live  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  1 <l  t)=l  I per  1,000 
Death  rate  (comparability  factor  117)-  12.4  per  1.000 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Irlam  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  succession  to  Dr.  A.  V.  Stocks,  who 
retired  on  31st  December,  1955.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  dated 
23rd  November,  1955. 

Since  the  report  relates  entirely  to  a period  prior  to  1st  January, 
1956,  when  I took  up  office,  it  would  be  inappropriate  for  me  to 
vary  in  any  substantial  degree  the  form  of  the  report,  which  is 
therefore  framed  on  similar  lines  to  that  for  the  previous  year. 
I have,  however,  devoted  some  time  to  the  study  of  the  Annual 
Reports  of  my  predecessors  in  office,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  legacy  of  achievement  which  has  been 
bequeathed  to  me. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  there  is  no  more  sensitive  index 
of  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  of  a District  than  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate.  It  is,  therefore,  gratifying  to  note  the  steady 
diminution  of  this  rate  from  the  high  levels  which  prevailed  before 
the  first  World  War.  (The  average  rate  for  the  five  years  1911-1915 
was  109)  down  to  an  average  rate  of  35  for  the  five  years  1950-1954, 
and  then  down  still  further  to  19.6  for  the  year  1955.  Although 
the  annual  rate  is  liable  to  chance  fluctuations  when  the  numbers 
are  small  (this  rate  being  based  in  fact  on  only  4 infant  deaths)  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality  rate 
ever  recorded  for  any  one  year  in  Irlam. 

Attention  is  drawn  in  the  body  of  the  report  to  the  increasing 
prominence  of  cancer  as  a cause  of  death  and  to  the  need  that 
medical  advice  should  be  sought  by  those  in  middle  or  later  life  if 
suspicious  symptoms  make  their  appearance. 

Only  7 cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
and  there  were  only  2 deaths  from  this  cause.  Examination  of  the 
figures  over  5 year  periods  shows,  however,  that  there  is  no  justi- 
fication for  complacency  since  the  respiratory  form  of  this  disease 
is  still  about  as  prevalent  as  it  was  in  the  'thirties.  The  outlook  is 
now  fortunately  much  more  hopeful  than  it  was  then  for  those 
affected,  but  sufferers— particularly  the  chronic  relapsing  cases 
have  a moral  duty  to  the  community  to  avoid  passing  on  their 
infection  to  others,  especially  to  babies  and  to  young  adults. 


4 


The  occurrence  of  two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  during  the 
year  emphasises  the  need  for  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  all 
who  play  any  part  in  production,  distribution,  preparation  and 
cooking  of  food,  l'oodhandlcrs  should  constantly  be  reminding 
themselves  that  the  health  and  safety  of  those  who  enjoy  the  food 
they  prepare  is  in  their  hands.  The  housewife  too  should  be  con- 
tinually appraising  the  hygienic  standards  of  the  shops  in  which 
she  deals  and  if  they  are  unsatisfactory  she  has  the  remedy  in 
her  own  hands. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal 
co-operation  of  Mr.  L.  Hall  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  since  I commenced  duty,  and  also  of  the  support 
given  to  me  by  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  by  Officials 
of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIS  J.  ELWOOD, 

Medical  Office)'  of  Health. 

IM'HI.IC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

IK  LAM. 

July,  1956. 
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PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 


The  county  district  of  Irlam  in  Lancashire  is  roughly  square 
in  formation,  with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

The  district  boundaries  on  the  North  march  with  those  of 
Tyldesley,  Worsley  and  Leigh,  on  the  South  with  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  on  the  Last  with  Eccles  and  on  the  West  with  the  banks 
of  the  River  Glaze. 

The  residents  are  thus  provided  with  an  area  quasi-rural  in 
character,  which  makes  a relieving  contrast  to  the  industrial  nature 
of  the  district  on  its  southern  borders. 

A variety  of  industries  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  The  following 
list  is  a brief  summary:- — 

vSteel  and  iron  works,  soap  works,  margarine  and  lard  manu- 
factories, coal  tips,  tar  works,  basket  works,  general  engineering 
and  market  gardening. 


POPULATION. 

The  resident  population  of  Irlam  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  mid  1955,  was  14,850. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  47. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  population  large  numbers  from 
outside  the  district  journey  daily  to  and  from  the  various  works  in 
the  district. 


BIRTHS. 

Boys  105;  Girls  99  ; Total  204. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  after 
the  necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  204. 

Til's  gave  a birth  rate  of  15.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  14.4  for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1955  was  15.0. 
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STILLBIRTHS 


The  number  of  registered  stillbirths  was  7,  giving  a rate  per 
1,000  total  births  of  33.  The  average  for  the  years  1950-1954  was 
27  per  1,000  total  births. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year — the  first  such 
death  since  1944.  Associated  with  211  total  births  this  gives  a 
maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  year  of  4.7. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  2 of  which 
occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  19.6  per  1 ,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1955  was  24.9. 

The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  the  years 
1950-1954  was  35  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  infant  deaths  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  this  district  for  the 
past  ten  years: 


Year 

Number 

of 

deaths 

Infant 

mortality 

rate 

1946 

12 

47 

1947 

14 

48 

1948 

11 

42 

1949 

S 

31 

1950 

S 

33 

1951 

6 

32 

1952 

i 

37 

1 953 

S 

37 

1954 

s 

37 

1955 

4 

20 

7 


DEATHS. 

Males  103  ; Females  54  ; Total  157. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  after  the 
necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  157. 
This  gave  a death  rate  of  10.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared 
with  1 1 .5  in  1954. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
11.7  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  there  were  29  deaths  (19  male,  10  female) 
in  which  the  causes  of  death  were  certified  after  post  mortem 
examination  and/or  coroner’s  inquests. 

There  were  eleven  inquests  held  and  the  coroner’s  verdict 


was  as  follows: 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  3 

Misadventure  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manslaughter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Natural  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


CANCER 

There  were  26  deaths  from  this  cause,  20  males  and  6 females, 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  1.75  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  29  deaths  in  1954,  when  the  rate  was  1.95  per  1,000. 


CLASSIFIED  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


Localisation 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Bladder  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Breast 

2 

3 

7 

3 

1 

Generative  Organs 

9 

4 

— 

3 

1 

Intestinal  Tract 

8 

5 

4 

5 

3 

Liver 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Oesophagus 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Pancreas 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

Pharynx  ... 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Organs 

5 

8 

4 

3 

7 

Stomach  ... 

11 

1 

5 

6 

6 

Other  or  unspecified  Organs  ... 

8 

4 

5 

4 

9 

Totals 

3!) 

29 

28 

29 

26 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

169 

157 

165 

171 

157 
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Cancer  is  becoming  more  prominent  as  a cause  of  death,  as 
the  following  figures  show: 

In  1931  1 935  10.5",,  of  all  deaths  in  the  1 )istrict  were  due  to  cancer. 

In  1936-1940  11.9%  

In  1 04 1-1045  16.6%  

In  1046-1050  17.8% 

In  1051-1055  18.5°; 

In  part  this  trend  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  elimination  or 
reduction  of  other  causes  of  death;  and  in  part  it  may  be  due  to 
the  fact  that  an  increasing  proportion  of  persons  now  survive  to 
the  time  of  life  when  they  may  become  candidates  for  this  disease. 
Nevertheless,  there  appears  to  be  a very  real  increase  in  its  incidence, 
and  it  is  therefore  imperative  that  medical  advice  should  be  sought 
by  those  in  middle  or  later  life  if  suspicious  symptoms  make  their 
appearance. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

Twenty-nine  deaths  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  res- 
piratory organs  (including  tuberculosis)  giving  a death  rate  of 
1.95  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  1.68  in  the  previous 
year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — - 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Period. 

Years. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F 

M 

F. 

M 

F 

M. 

F 

0-1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 4 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

— 

2 

— 

25-44 

45-64 

o 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  & over 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

3 

1 

■ 

2 







V 

V 

JK 

J 

Y 

6 

Y 

1 

Y 

2 

Y 
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Case  rate  per  1 ,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.40  Non-respiratory  0.07  All  forms  0.47 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.1  II  Non-respiratory  0.00  All  forms  0.13 

England  and  Wales  death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.13  Non-respiratory  0.02  All  forms  0.15 


Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table  : 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Non- 

Year 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

1951 

8 

5 

4 

1 

1952 

16 

1 

1 

— 

1953 

12 

— 

4 

— 

1954 

12 

2 

2 

— 

1955 

6 

1 

2 

— 

Fourteen  cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 
The  notification  of  tuberculosis  was  satisfactory  and  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  cases  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify. 

The  general  picture  in  regard  to  tuberculosis  is  that  so  far  as 
the  respiratory7  form  of  the  disease  is  concerned  the  incidence 
continues  to  be  as  high  as  it  was  15  or  20  years  ago,  but  the  death 
rate  has  dropped  dramatically  as  a result  of  the  introduction  of 
new  drugs  and  new  methods  of  treatment:  with  the  non-respiratory 
form  of  the  disease  both  the  incidence  and  the  death  rate  have 
declined  markedly. 

These  trends  are  shown  by  the  following  rates,  averaged  over 
5 year  periods: 


Cases — rate 

per  1,000 

Death  -rate  per  1,000 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respirator)7 

1936-40 

0.90 

0.54 

0.48 

0.09 

1941-45 

0.72 

0.45 

0.54 

0.09 

1946-50 

0.67 

0.20 

0.21 

0.04 

1951-55 

0.72 

0.17 

0.12 

0.01 

10 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  showed  a 
marked  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  loti  cases  (including  tuber- 
culosis) being  notified  as  compared  with  4 Id  in  1954.  Most  of  the 
common  infections  shared  in  this  decrease,  measles  for  example 
accounting  for  39  cases  as  compared  with  103  in  1954.  Only  I case 
of  scarlet  fever  was  notified — the  lowest  total  on  record  for  any 
year  since  1 90S  (the  earliest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available). 
Whooping  cough  on  the  other  hand  showed  an  increase,  from  13 
cases  in  1954  to  dl  in  1955. 

There  was  one  major  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred 
in  the  district  during  the  period  29th  July  to  8th  August.  A total 
of  25  cases  was  ascertained,  the  causative  agent  being  Salmonella 
Typhi  Murium,  conveyed  in  roast  pork  which  had  been  produced 
in  the  area  of  another  authority.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  out- 
break was  the  finding  that  the  organism  had  been  conveyed,  by 
contaminated  cutting  board  and  knife,  to  other  products — corned 
beef  and  tongue — in  the  shop  of  a local  grocer. 

Another  smaller  outbreak  of  food  poisoning — a family  outbreak 
involving  4 cases — was  due  to  contamination  of  the  family  food  with 
Staplilococcus  aureus,  which  may  possibly  have  originated  from 
boils  from  which  the  mother  of  the  family  was  known  to  be  suffering 
at  the  time  of  the  outbreak. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

This  is  advised  at  about  3 months  of  age.  Infant  vaccination 
gives  a measure  of  protection  to  the  individual  for  many  years; 
should  the  disease  be  contracted  subsequently  it  is  generally  in  a 
modified  form  and  a fatal  issue  is  unlikely. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  vaccinations  done 


in 

the  District  during  1955  and  the  previous  year: 

1955 

1954 

(a) 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations 

75 

79 

(b) 

Number  of  re- vaccinations 

24 

1 1 

(c) 

Number  of  infants  under  1 year  included  in  (a) 

63 

65 

Immunisation 

The  County  Council  gave  approval  to  the  introduction  of 
whooping  cough  immunisation  to  commence  in  April  1955.  Parents 
now  have  the  choice  of  having  children  immunised  from  the  age  of 
four  months  (1)  by  a “triple”  vaccine  giving  protection  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and  tetanus;  (2)  bv  a “combined” 
vaccine  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough;  (3)  against 
whooping  cough  only;  and  (4)  against  diphtheria  only.  In  the  case 
of  “triple”,  “combined”  or  whooping  cough  immunisation,  three 
injections  are  given  at  intervals  of  not  less  than  one  month. 
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These  protective  injections  are  given  free  of  charge  at  Clinics 
and  by  general  practitioners  at  their  surgeries.  The  County  Council 
pays  a fee  to  general  practitioners  for  sending  in  a record  card 
containing  particulars  of  these  immunisations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year: 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

* Whooping  Cough  only 

40 

— 

Diphtheria  only... 

90 

343 

*Diphtlieria  and  Whooping  Cough  “com- 

bined’’ 

22 

— 

* Diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 

“triple” 

89 

— 

Total  diphtheria  immunisations  in- 

eluded  above 

207 

343 

*Complete  figures  available  only  for  April-December,  1955 


The  totals  of  207  children  given  a full  course  of  primary  im- 
munisation against  diphtheria  and  34.3  given  reinforcing  injections 
compare  with  14.3  and  230  respectively  during  1954 — a gratifying 
increase. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES  WITHIN 

THE  DISTRICT 

1.  Services  Provided  uy  the  Local  Health  Authority 
(Lancashire  County  Council). 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  are  weekly  sessions  at  Longfield  Lodge.  Cadishead,  and 
at  the  Pensioners  Hall,  Princes  Park,  Irlam.  A weekly 
ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Longfield  Lodge,  and  a consultant 
ante-natal  clinic  once  a month. 

Health  visiting  is  carried  out  by  two  health  visitors  in  tliedistrict. 

(h)  School  Clinic. 

This  is  at  Longfield  Lodge,  Cadishead,  and  provides  a weekly 
minor  ailments  session  and  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  and  dental 
treatment  by  appointment. 


12 


(r)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Regular  sessions  are  held  at  Longfield  Lodge. 

(c i ) Home  Nursing. 

There  are  two  district  nurses  resident  in  the  area  whose  services 
are  available  on  request  from  the  Medical  Practitioner  in 
attendance  on  the  patient. 

(e)  Midwifery. 

Two  midwives  reside  in  the  district  and  are  available  for 
domiciliary  confinements  and  also  for  attendance  on  mothers 
who  have  been  confined  in  hospital  and  discharged  before  the 
fourteenth  day. 

(/)  Home  Help  Service. 

Particulars  of  this  and  all  other  services  administered  by  the 
County  Council  may  be  obtained  from  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  33  Green  Lane,  Patricroft. 

(g)  Day  Nursery. 

There  is  a day  nursery  with  accommodation  for  forty-six 
children  in  Fiddlers  Lane,  Irlam. 

(/;)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  ambulance  vehicles  and  personnel  are  stationed  on  the 
fire  station  premises  in  Irlam.  There  is  also  a station  at  Barton 
Lane,  Eccles. 

2.  Hospital  Services. 

There  are  no  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  within  the  Urban 
District.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  admitted  to  Ladywell  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Accidents, 
emergencies,  and  other  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  treated 
at  hospitals  in  Davyhulme,  Eccles,  Salford  or  Manchester. 


BYE-LAWS 


Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  following  matters  have  been 
made  by  the  Council  and  are  in  operation  from  the  dates  shown  : 


Nuisances 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds... 
Smoke  Abatement 
Handling,  wrapping,  etc.  of  food 
Building  Bye-laws 


13th  Oct.,  1922 
5th  April,  1927 
1st  Nov.,  1949 
16th  April,  1950 
14th  Nov.,  1953 


13 


TABLE  I 

IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  for  the  Year  1955.  Classified  under  the  Headings 
of  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  .Statistical  Classifica- 
tion of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death. 


No. 

Causes  of  1 )eath 

Males 

F emales 

Totals 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2 

— 

•> 

•) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— - 

— 

(1 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  dis- 
eases 

1 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

i 

6 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

1 

7 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— - 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

9 

3 

12 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 

15 

8 

23 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

12 

3 

15 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

2 

5 

20 

Other  heart  disease... 

16 

10 

26 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

•) 

O 

3 

6 

22 

Influenza 

o 

— 

2 

23 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

— 

9 

24 

Bronchitis 

12 

9 

21 

25 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

2 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

9 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

— - 

9 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

l 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— ■ 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

i 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

•> 

1 

o 

O 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis- 
eases 

3 

5 

8 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

— 

2 

34 

All  other  accidents  ... 

9 

1 

3 

35 

Suicide 

9 

1 

*> 

9 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

103 

54 

157 
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Adjusted:  Live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor,  1.04)  = 14.3  per  1,000. 
Death  rate  (comparability  factor,  1.1")  = 1:2.4  per  1,000. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Publie  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annu  al  Report  on 
the  sanitary  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 

As  I have  previously  remarked  the  Public  Health  Department 
has  nothing  spectacular  to  show  for  its  labours  during  the  year. 
In  fact  the  majority  of  our  work  is  only  rewarded  by  the  absence 
of  the  conditions  against  which  we  are  continually  striving  and 
so  most  difficult  to  record  in  a report.  Nevertheless  the  unremitting 
drive  to  abolish  disease  and  insanitary  conditions  goes  on  and  I 
feel  sure  that  the  efforts  during  the  year  under  review  have  con- 
tributed towards  that  end. 

The  year  1955  was  somewhat  uneventful.  Nothing  sensational 
happened  but  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  amount  of  work  in  the 
department  is  increasing  annually.  New  legislation  has  undoubtedly 
created  more  work  but  the  main  source  of  worry  during  the  year 
was  the  economic  situation.  The  proverbial  “trying  to  get  blood  out  of 
a stone,’’ or  making  owners  spend  money  they  haven’t  got  to  carry 
out  essential  repairs  is  becoming  a major  problem.  Many  houses 
which  normally  would  have  another  ten  to  fifteen  years  or  more  of 
life  have  had  to  be  included  for  demolition  because  of  the  low  rents 
and  the  high  cost  of  repairs,  making  it  unreasonable  to  ask  owners 
to  carry  out  such  works  as  will  render  the  houses  fit.  As  far  as  our 
district  is  concerned  the  1954  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  has 
failed  miserably  to  raise  the  standard  of  repair  in  houses  which 
need  it  most.  All  action  taken  for  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  was 
done  through  the  medium  of  the  Public  Health  Act  and  for  that 
purpose  109  preliminary  and  69  statutory  notices  were  served. 
Work  on  the  housing  survey  continued  throughout  the  year. 

There  were  no  serious  contraventions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  or  the  Council’s  byelaws  relating  to  the  Handling, 
Wrapping,  of  Food,  etc.  By  and  large  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  some  of  the  shopkeepers  are  at  last  realising  that  a 
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clean  and  attractive  shop  means  more  custom.  Of  course,  Irlam  is 
not  a 1 itopia,  we  still  have  with  us  those  who  have  to  be  continually 
watched  in  order  to  ensure  a reasonable  standard.  Some  talks  were 
given  on  Food  Hygiene  but  these  are  no  substitute  for  regular 
routine  inspection  in  the  education  of  food  handlers. 

The  public  cleansing  service  has  continued  to  work  efficiently 
and  a weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 
Generally  conditions  were  worse  than  in  previous  years  due  entirely 
to  labour  problems.  The  difficulty  is  not  in  the  recruitment  of 
men  but  in  time  lost  through  sickness,  etc.  The  amount  of  time 
lost  during  the  year  was  equal  to  the  time  of  two  men  for  the  whole 
of  the  year.  When  this  is  compared  with  an  establishment  of  twelve 
men  on  refuse  collection  the  seriousness  of  the  problem  can  readily 
be  appreciated.  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  workmen  who 
continued  steadily  at  their  job,  often  working  late  hours  to  keep 
the  service  functioning  efficiently. 

The  collection  of  salvage  still  continues  its  upward  trend,  the 
total  amount  collected  breaking  all  previous  records. 

In  conclusion,  I have  again  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to  Dr. 
Stocks  and  to  all  members  of  the  staff  and  employees  for  their 
help  and  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LESLIE  HALL, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


is 


OFFICE  ROUTINE 


The  work  in  the  office  is  divided  into  two  groups,  namely 
Public  Health  work  and  the  Public  Cleansing  Service.  Both  bring 
their  own  particular  type  of  work  and  problems. 

The  Public  Health  side  is,  of  necessity,  more  personal  and  con- 
fidential calling  for  the  utmost  secrecy  and  fidelity  amongst  the 
staff.  The  work  in  the  office  is  divided  into  routine  and  extra- 
ordinary. Included  in  the  ordinary  routine  is  the  recording  of  all 
visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors;  renewal  of  licences;  re- 
cording of  cases  of  Infectious  disease — including  tuberculosis; 
vital  statistics;  reports;  letters;  duplicating;  and  dealing  with 
enquiries,  etc. 

Under  the  heading  of  extraordinary  duties  are  matters  in 
connection  with  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery,  cases  of 
typhoid,  smallpox,  etc.,  and  other  items  which  are  likely  to  arise 
at  a moment’s  notice. 

The  duties  in  connection  with  the  Cleansing  Service  are  mainly 
appertaining  to  wages,  welfare  of  the  workmen,  ordering  of  materials, 
arranging  collection  of  salvage,  and  the  operation  of  the  dustbin 
replacement  scheme,  etc. 

The  clerical  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  calls  for 
a high  standard  of  efficiency  which  was  maintained  during  the 
whole  of  the  year  under  reviewr.  All  records  were  kept  up  to  date 
and  all  statistical  returns  were  promptly  dealt  with. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  district.  Butchers 
obtain  their  supplies  mainly  from  the  Manchester  abattoir.  The 
meat  sold  throughout  the  district  is  generally  good  quality.  The 
only  animals  killed  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  were 
six  cottagers’  pigs,  all  of  wrhich  were  free  from  disease. 

The  inspection  of  other  foods  is  carried  out  mainly  at  the 
request  of  shopkeepers  or  during  routine  visits  to  food  premises. 
The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  amount  of  food  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  but  in  no  sense  does  it  indicate 
the  amount  of  time  which  is  devoted  to  this  section  of  our  work: 
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Cooked  Ham  ... 
Luncheon  Meat 
Corned  Beef 
Tongue  ... 

Ox  Tongues 
Meat  Soup 
Vegetable  Soups 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Fruit  ... 
Crab 

Fish  Paste 
Cheese  Spread  ... 
Frozen  Eggs 
Unsweetened  Milk 
Condensed  Milk 
Shredded  Coconut 
Baking  Powder 
Custard  Powder 
Nuts  and  Raisins 


in  vSyrup 


lbs.  Tins  Pkts. 

9£ 

5 

12 

0 

(5 

611 

90 

39 

20 

1 

8 

30 

42 

3 

1 

24 

27 

55 

40 


All  condemned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  with  the  household 
refuse  on  the  controlled  tip. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  Food  Premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  district  at  end  of 

year. 

Type  of  Business  Number 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  43 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  20 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sugar  confectionery,  ice  cream,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  21 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafes, 

snack  bars  and  similar  catering  establishments  ...  33 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

under 
of  the 

Lancashire  County  Council  ( General  Powers ) Act,  1951 

Food  and  Lancs.  C.C. 


Number  of  Food  Premises,  by  type  of  business,  registered 
section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  section  14 


Type  of  Business 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers 
Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ... 

Meat  shops  

Bakers  and/or  confectioners 


Drugs  Act 
Number 
2 

7 

4 


Act 

Number 

1 

1 
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During  the  year  398  visits  were  made  to  food  premises.  Whilst 
the  number  of  visits  has  shown  a decrease  when  compared  with 
the  previous  year  all  were  visited  at  least  twice  during  the  period 
under  review.  Again  some  progress  has  been  made  and  many 
improvements  obtained.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  manage- 
ments and  shopkeepers  were  reluctant  to  embark  on  any  structural 
improvements  because  of  the  pending  new  legislation,  the  contents 
of  which  were  not  known  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  the  majority  of  the  food 
premises  in  the  district  is  good.  Nevertheless  when  compared 
with  the  requirements  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  there 
is  still  a lot  of  work  to  be  done.  The  introduction  of  these  Regula- 
tions will,  no  doubt,  have  a marked  effect  on  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment during  1956. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  defects  found  and  remedied 
and  for  which  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year: 


Defect 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31.12.54 

Found 

during  1955 

Total 

found 

1955 

Total 

remed- 

ied 

1955 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31.12.55 

Shops 

Bake- 

houses 

Otlur 

inelud- 

ingcan- 

teens 

Cleanliness 



13 

1 

1 

15 

14 

1 

Decorating 

2 

12 

— 

1 

13 

10 

5 

Structural  defects 

1 

13 

— 

1 

14 

10 

5 

Supply  of  hot  water 

■ — 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

0 

No  Soap  or  Towels 

— 

i 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

No  sink 

— 

i 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

No  water  supply 

— 

i 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

Inadequate  lighting 

1 

i 

— 

— 

i 

2 

— 

Accumulations  ... 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Insufficient  protec- 

tion  of  food 

1 

7 

— 

— 

7 

8 

— 

Miscellaneous 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Totals 

5 

59 

2 

5 

66 

52 

19 

The  only  comment  possible  in  connection  with  the  above 
table  is  that  it  proves  that  regular  routine  inspection  is  the  only 
way  to  maintain  a high  standard  in  food  premises.  It  is  true  to  say 
that  there  are  a few  who  maintain  a high  standard  because  they  are 
proud  to  do  so,  but  the  majority,  whilst  not  deliberately  flouting 
the  law,  need  regular  visits  to  keep  them  mindful  of  what  is  required. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  details  of  samples  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  1938-1950: 

A total  of  75  samples  was  obtained;  of  these  52  were  of  milk 
and  the  23  others  comprised: 
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2 Pork  Sausage.  1 Butter 

3 Margarine.  1 Borax  B.P. 

] Glycerin  B.P.  1 Epsom  salts  B.P. 

1 Pudding  Mixture,  sweetened  1 Pancake  Mixture. 

1 Pie  Filling,  Lemon  Flavour.  1 Teething  Syrup. 

1 Custard  Powder.  3 Baby  Food. 

1 Cod  Liver  Oil  B.P.  1 Lemon  Marmalade. 

1 Cheese.  1 Marmalade. 

1 Flour.  1 Coffee. 


All  the  foregoing  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : 


Sample 
1 formal  milk 


1 margarine 


Result  of  Analysis 
Freezing  point  indicated 
the  presence  of  0.3%  of 
extraneous  water. 

Butter  content  only  6%, 
declared  10%. 


1 informal  milk  Freezing  point  indicated 
presence  of  4.1%  of  extra - 


1 pork  sausages 


neous  water. 
Meat  content 


onlv  04% 


Action  Taken 
Vendor  cautioned  and 
further  sample  ob- 
tained. 

Formal  sample  ob- 
tained which  was 
found  upon  analysis 
to  be  genuine.  Im- 
porters communicated 
with  in  regard  to  first 
sample. 

Vendor  cautioned  and 
further  sample  ob- 
tained. 

No  action  taken. 


ICE  CREAM 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment 
Regulations  in  1947  the  number  of  manufacturers  has  steadily 
declined  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  number  of  retailers  has 
increased. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  is: 

Manufacturers — Pasteurising  ...  1 

Cold  Mix  ...  1 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  39 

All  the  above  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  (31 
visits  being  made  for  that  purpose.  Apart  from  the  two  manu- 
facturers and  two  vendors  from  adjoining  districts,  the  whole  of 
the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed.  Four  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory.  The  temperature  of  the  ice 
cream  was  constantly  checked  both  in  the  shops  and  on  the  vehicles 
coming  in  from  other  districts. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from:- 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  ... 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies... 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  ... 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year 
Tuberculin  Tested — Dealers 


Supplementary 
Pasteurised — Dealers 

Supplementary 
Sterilised — Dealers 

Supplementary 


Since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Specified  Areas)  No.  5 Order,  19511,  the  whole  of  the  milk  retailed 
in  the  district  is  supplied  to  the  dairymen  ready  bottled. 

The  effect  of  this  is  that  whilst  we  have  premises  registered 
as  dairies  they  are  at  present  only  acting  as  distributors  of  bottled 
milk.  Thus  the  risk  of  the  milk  becoming  contaminated  in  our  area 
is  almost  negligible.  Tins  change  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  reduced 
the  need  for  sampling  to  an  absolute  minimum.  Three  of  the 
supplies  were  sampled  during  the  year  and  all  complied  with  the 
Regulations  relating  to  the  particular  designation. 


HOUSING 


By  and  large  the  condition  of  houses  in  the  district  may  be 
considered  reasonably  satisfactory.  There  are  no  back  to  back 
houses  or  congested  areas  such  as  would  warrant  the  making  of  a 
clearance  area.  Work  on  the  survey  of  houses  in  the  district  con- 
tinued during  the  year,  over  three  hundred  visits  being  made  for 
that  purpose. 

As  a result  of  the  preliminary  survey  1 1 1 houses  were  classed 
as  being  in  such  a condition  as  to  warrant  action  under  the  Housing 
Act  with  a view  to  demolition  or  closure  during  the  next  five  years. 
This  figure  is  only  approximate  and  is  based,  to  some  extent,  on  the 
factor  of  reasonable  cost.  Many  of  the  houses  could  be  made  fit 
for  another  twenty  years  but  the  cost  of  renovation  is  unreasonable 
when  tenants  are  only  paying  a few  shillings  per  week  rent.  Some 
of  the  houses  included  have  since  become  owner/occupied  and,  whilst 
it  was  unreasonable  to  make  a landlord  carry  out  the  work,  the 
owner/occupier,  who,  in  most  cases  purchased  the  property  at  a 
very  low  figure,  considers  it  a good  investment  to  spend  money  to 
bring  the  property  up  to  a reasonable  modern  standard.  This  state  of 
affairs  is  complicating  the  whole  programme  especially  where  one 
one  house  of  a pair  of  semi-detached  or  two  or  three  in  a row  of 
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property  have  been  modernised.  It  may  well  be,  that,  at  the  time 
stated  on  the  return  to  the  Ministry  only  a percentage  of  the  houses 
scheduled  will  have  been  demolished,  the  remainder  having  been 
brought  up  to  a reasonable  standard  irrespective  of  the  cost  in- 
volved. 

With  reference  to  the  second  part  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  relating  to  rent  increases  and  repairs,  events  and 
observations  taken  over  the  first  year  of  its  existence  have  proved 
that,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  Act  has  failed  to  bring  any 
improvement  to  the  task  of  getting  repairs  done  to  the  properties 
which  most  need  it.  Owners  will  not  apply  for  increased  rent,  even 
if  they  have  spent  the  required  amount  on  their  property  because 
they  fear  having  a certificate  of  disrepair  served  on  them.  So  the  plea 
of  no  money  in  the  estate  goes  on  and  the  task  of  getting  repairs 
done  becomes  increasingly  difficult. 

OVERCROWDING 

Two  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  the 
year  in  addition  to  the  six  cases  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1954. 
Four  cases  were  relieved  leaving  a total  of  four  cases  involving 
35  persons  still  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  actual  overcrowding  has  been  based  on  the  permitted 
number  for  the  house  and  not  on  rooms  occupied  by  sub-tenants. 

COMPLAINTS 

292  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints: 


Accumulations  

4 

Animals  so  kept 

5 

Atmospheric  pollution 

10 

Burst  water  pipes  

9 

Housing  defects 

114 

Houses  dirty  ... 

2 

Infestations  Beetles,  Vermin,  etc.  ... 

50 

Obstructed  or  defective  drains 

28 

Overcrowding  ... 

4 

Rats  and  mice 

41 

Water  courses  (Flooding) 

1 

Miscellaneous  ... 

24 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  complaints 

received  (including  revisits)  was  1,816. 

The  number  of  complaints  or  the  number  of  requests  for 
assistance  received  during  the  year  is  almost  identical  with  the 
previous  year.  The  most  disturbing  factor  is  not  the  high  number 
of  complaints  but  the  ever  increasing  number  of  visits  needed  to 
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get  the  defects  remedied.  Taken  over  the  whole  field  of  complaints 
an  average  of  over  six  visits  is  necessary  for  each  complaint.  In 
actual  fact  the  majority  of  revisits  are  in  connection  with  housing 
defects  and  for  every  complaint  under  this  heading  over  twelve 
visits  are  necessary,  in  addition  to  which  much  time  is  spent  inter- 
viewing owners  and  contractors  in  an  endeavour  to  get  work 
completed. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE 

This  section  is  closely  linked  with  the  previous  one  headed 
complaints.  It  is,  in  the  main,  the  sequel  to  the  complaints  and 
gives  details  of  the  work  involved. 

109  preliminary  and  69  statutory  notices  were  served  during 
the  year. 

The  following  statement  gives  details  of  work  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Department: 


HOUSING 


Rising  dampness  remedied 
House  walls  repaired  (pointing,  etc.) 
Ceilings  and  walls  replastered  . . . 

Roofs  repaired 

Chimneys  (flashings,  etc.)  repaired 
Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  downspou 
renewed... 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid 
Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  ... 
Skirting  boards  repaired 
Dresser  Eights  renewed  or  repaired 
Window  frames  and  sash  cords  repaired 
Window  sills  repaired 
Doors  repaired 
Stairs  repaired 
Firegrates  repaired,  renewed 
Paths  repaired  or  relaid 
Yard  surfaces  relaid 
Yard  walls  repaired 
Bursts  repaired  ... 

Miscellaneous 


ts  repaired 


or  renewed 


12 

63 

51 

45 

23 

44 

31 

2 

2 

3 

55 

2 

11 

3 

14 

9 

0 

1 

9 

24 


DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  and  public  sewers  cleansed  ...  ...  40 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  3 
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SANITARY  FITTINGS  AND  AMENITIES 

Lavatory  basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (j 

Sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired  and  cleansed  14 

New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wash  boiler  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Water  closet  seats  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  fj 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Animals  (cleansed,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  is  one  site  for  two  caravans  licensed  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  No  difficulties  were 
encountered  during  the  year  with  regard  to  siting  of  movable 
dwellings  within  the  district. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  nine  properties  in  the  Glazebury  Moss 
area,  which  are  supplied  by  the  Warrington  Corporation,  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  mains  of  Manchester  Cor- 
poration Waterworks  Department.  The  supply  is  constant  and  all 
premises  are  supplied  direct  from  the  mains. 


WATER  COURSES. 

The  watercourses  in  the  district  have  been  kept  under  observa- 
tion throughout  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  sections  of  Platts 
Brook  the  condition  of  the  watercourses  may  be  classed  as  reasonably 
satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Apart  from  a few  isolated  houses  on  the  moss  area,  all  properties 
are  connected  to  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  is  received  and  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  sewage 
works  situated  at  Lords  Street,  Cadishead,  where  it  is  treated  by 
the  Activated  Sludge  method  prior  to  discharge  into  the  River  Glaze. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


The  following  approximate  particulars  are  given  of  conveniences 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1955  : — 


5,474 


No.  of  fresh-water  closets 
No.  of  waste-water  closets 
No.  of  pail-closets 


No.  of  privy-middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  majority  of  the  pail  closets  are  situated  on  the  moss  area 
and  are  attended  to  by  the  occupiers. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Senior 
Sanitarv  Inspector  were  appointed  the  Council’s  representatives  on 
the  Manchester  and  I )istriet  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee. 
Your  Inspector  was  also  elected  a Member  of  the  North  West 
I )ivisional  Council  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society. 

During  the  year  much  time  and  energy  was  expended  in 
considering  and  discussing  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Bill. 
Various  suggestions  were  put  forward  and  some  protests  registered 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  “Defence  clauses.”  Whilst  it  is 
too  early  to  comment  on  the  Bill  it  is  felt  that,  should  it  become 
law  in  its  present  form,  in  some  respects  the  tasks  of  local  authorities 
in  combatting  the  smoke  nuisance  from  industrial  plant  will  become 
much  more  involved  and  difficult. 

Conditions  with  regard  to  smoke  from  industrial  plant  in  our 
own  area  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory  during  the  year.  Visits 
were  made  to  boiler  houses  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 
On  one  occasion  a reading  of  over  two  minutes  black  smoke  was 
recorded.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  a Court  Order 
obtained. 

Turning  to  the  problem  of  other  types  of  pollution,  we  still 
have  the  problem  of  fumes  in  the  Cadishead  area.  The  department 
working  in  close  liaison  with  H.M.  Alkali  Inspector,  is  taking  all 
practicable  steps  to  bring  a further  improvement  in  this  very 
complex  and  difficult  matter. 

Apart  from  rare  occasions  the  dust  nuisance,  whilst  not  being 
entirely  eliminated,  has  shown  a marked  improvement  over  previous 
years. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


All  shops  in  the  district  were  visited  at  least  once  during  the 
year,  308  visits  being  made  for  this  purpose.  There  are  249  shops  in 
the  district,  126  in  Cadishead  and  123  in  Irlam. 
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The  Irlam  Urban  District,  having  a population  of  less  than 
20,000  is  not  a “local  authority”  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act,  but 
being  a sanitary  authority  we  are  responsible  for  the  provisions 
relating  to  ventilation,  temperature,  and  sanitary  accommodation. 
It  was  under  these  headings  that  the  following  contraventions  were 
noted  and  notices  served  on  the  persons  concerned: 

Cleansing  of  water  closet  compartment  ...  ...  1 

Defective  water  closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  cleanliness  and  redecoration  of  walls  ...  1 

These  figures  do  not  include  contraventions  in  shops  which  are 
also  food  premises  and  have  been  reported  under  that  heading. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  all  outstanding  notices  had  been  complied 
with. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  in  connection  with  the  aforementioned 
the  Council  act  as  agent  for  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  the 
shops  were  inspected  on  their  behalf  and  reports  submitted  to  them 
for  action  whenever  necessary,  but  we  do  not  administer  the  section 
of  the  Act  which  deals  with  Closing  Hours  as  this  is  dealt  with  by 
the  County  Council’s  inspectors.  By  and  large  conditions  in  the 
shops  were  found  to  be  good  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  satis- 
factorily complied  with. 


LICENSED  PREMISES,  CLUBS,  ETC. 

Nineteen  visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises  and  clubs  during 
the  year.  Two  of  the  licensed  premises,  although  clean,  were  found 
to  be  well  below  modern  standards  relating  to  sanitary  accommo- 
dation. The  architect  and  representative  of  the  brewer  were  inter- 
viewed and  a scheme  put  forward  for  proposed  modernisation  of 
these  premises. 

In  all  premises  the  arrangement  for  glass  washing,  etc.,  was 
satisfactory  and  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  good. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  : 

Mechanical  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  3<S 

Non-mechanical  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Building  works,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

A total  of  75  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  this  Act  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of 
contraventions  noted  and  remedied: 
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Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31.12  r.  i 

Found  di 

Sanitary 

Accom- 

moda- 

tion 

iring  1 !I55 

Other 

Total 

Found 

1955 

Total 

remed- 

ied 

1955 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

3 1 12.55 

Absence  doors  and/or 
locks 

2 

•) 

»> 

Absence  intervening 
ventilated  space 

i 

1 

1 

Decorating  required 

1 

4 

— 

4 

2 

a 

No  san'rv  accom’tion 

— 

• ) 

— 

2 

i 

i 

Inadequate  lighting 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

i 

Lack  of  cleanliness  . . . 

— 

') 

— 

o 

i 

l 

Structural  repairs  ... 

1 

a 

— 

3 

i 

a 

Totals 

o 

15 

— 

15 

5 

12 

The  requirements  of  the  Act  were  generally  well  observed 
particularly  in  the  larger  factories.  The  only  case  where  it  was 
found  necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice  was  that  of  a builder 
refusing  to  provide  suitable  sanitary  accommodation.  Only  after 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  legal  proceedings  did  he  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  notice. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTIONS 


The  following  are  details  of  visits  and  disinfections,  etc.: 


Other 

Food 

Infectious 

poisoning 

Diseases 

Total 

Visits  to  households  ... 

44 

10 

54 

Visits  to  Irlam  Day  Nursery 

28 

28 

Visits  to  Food  Premises 

2 

— 

•> 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

14 

- - 

14 

Library  books  disinfected 

— 

57 

57 

Number  of  outfits  distributed 

r>6 

10 

(i0 

Number  specimens  submitted 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

53 

10 

03 

Number  rooms  fumigated 

— 

7 

7 

Rooms  are  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde  after  the  patient 
has  been  removed  to  hospital,  or  if  nursed  at  home,  when  the 
patient  is  certified  free  from  infection.  The  library  books  are  also 
fumigated  with  Formaldehyde  prior  to  returning  to  general  use. 

When  cases  of  infectious  disease  occur  supplies  of  disinfectant 
are  issued  free  if  applied  for  by  the  householder. 

MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  which  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Council 
Offices  is  maintained  by  the  department.  As  a general  routine  it 
is  cleansed  weekly  and  after  each  use.  The  mortuary  attendant  is 


also  responsible  for  maintaining  supplies  of  clean  sheets,  soap  and 
towels,  and  rubber  gloves,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  doctors  con- 
ducting post  mortem  examinations. 

The  mortuary  has  been  in  use  on  11  occasions  during  the 
year.  The  details  are  as  follows  : 


Cause  of  death 

Number 

Natural  causes 

8 

Suicide 

1 

Accidental  death 

1 

Manslaughter  ... 

1 

Various  repairs  have  been  carried  out  and  sections  of  the 
walls  in  the  mortuary  tiled  to  a height  of  five  feet.  This  tiling  has 
been  necessary  for  a long  period  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder 
of  the  work  will  be  completed  during  the  next  year. 

DISINFESTATION 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  one  of  the  duties  allocated  to  the 
rodent  operative,  working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  following  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year: 


Bed  Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Ants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Beetles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Wood  worms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Silverfish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Crickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hornets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Blue  Bottles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

House  Flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


All  infestations  were  successfully  treated  with  Zaldecide  or 
Gammexane. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Again  the  report  is  one  of  steady  progress.  The  incidence  of  rats 
and  mice  appears  to  be  static  and  by  strange  coincidence  the  total 
numbers  of  treatments  for  minor  infestations  of  both  rats  and  mice 
are  the  same  as  last  year.  A large  proportion  of  the  rat  infestations  in 
and  around  dwelling  houses  are  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  defective 
sewers  and  drainage  systems  particularly  in  the  Higher  Irlam  area  ol 
the  district.  In  no  less  than  26  cases  the  infestations  were  traced 
to  this  source. 
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Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  district  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  the  only  areas  showing  signs  of  infestation 
were  on  the  Higher  Irlam  estate  and  a slight  infestation  in  the 
Cadishead  area. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
statutory  notices.  Notices  were  served  on  the  occupants  of  two  farms 
on  Cadishead  Moss  one  of  whom  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the 
notice  himself.  The  other  refused  to  carry  out  the  work  and  in  conse- 
quence it  was  necessary  to  enter  the  premises  to  do  the  work  in 
default. 

Whilst  there  has  been  more  activity  in  this  field  of  work,  it  is  still 
true  to  report  that  conditions  generally  are  reasonably  satisfactory. 
A large  proportion  of  the  rodent  operative’s  time  has  been  spent  on 
investigation  and  inspection.  All  premises  were  treated  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry’s  methods. 


Number  of 
I inspec- 
tions car- 
ried out 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out 

Rats 

Mice 

Type  of  Property 

Major 

Minor 

Serious 

Slight 

Local  Authority  premises 
(including  Sewage  Works, 
Tip,  Depots,  etc.) 

41 

6 

15 

7 

Business  Premises,  etc.  ... 

37 

2 

18 

— 

7 

Dwelling  Houses  ... 

13(1 

— 

82 

1 

44 

Agricultural 

82 

— 

21 

— 

— 

Totals 

290 

8 

116 

1 

58 

In  all  cases  with  the  exception  of  the  one  reported  the  work  was 
carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  owners  or  occupiers. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936 

The  number  of  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  granted  during 
the  year  was  27.  One  new  licence  was  issued  and  the  remaining  26 
were  renewals  of  licences  previously  held.  The  licences  issued  were 
as  follows: 

Not  exceeding  100  gallons  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Exceeding  100  and  not  excelling  500  gallon;  16 

Exceeding  500  and  not  exceeding  1000  gallons  5 

Exceeding  1000  and  not  exceeding  5000  gallons  1 

Exceeding  50,000  gallons  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

One  licence  to  store  4 tons  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  was  issued. 
The  income  from  the  licences  was  £28  3s.  4d. 

Thirteen  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and,  with  the  exception 
of  one  small  contravention  relating  to  a fire  extinguisher,  all  the 
Regulations  were  found  to  be  duly  observed. 


31 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Again,  it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  report  that  the  work  of  the 
Cleansing  Service  has  been  maintained  at  a high  level  of  efficiency. 
The  weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  foregoing  statement  merely  states  facts  without  giving  a 
true  picture  of  the  work  and  hours  of  scheming  involved  to  bring 
about  that  position.  The  year  has  been  particularly  difficult  from 
the  labour  standpoint,  not  because  we  could  not  get  recruits,  but 
because  of  time  lost  through  sickness,  absenteeism,  holidays,  men 
leaving  the  sendee,  etc.  The  equivalent  time  lost  over  the  year  was 
that  of  two  men’s  work  for  the  twelve  months.  When  one  con- 
siders this  figure  against  an  establishment  of  twelve  men  on 
refuse  collection  the  position  is  really  serious  and  it  was  only  by 
working  continuous  overtime  and  by  recruiting  shift  workers  from 
neighbouring  factories  on  a part  time  basis  that  the  service  was 
at  times  able  to  carry  on  and  maintain  the  weekly  collection  which 
is  so  essential. 

The  purchasing  of  a new  S.D.  Freighter  in  August  and  the 
scrapping  of  the  one  purchased  in  1939  helped  in  no  uncertain 
manner.  At  least  we  did  know  that  all  the  vehicles  were  reliable 
and  the  nightmare  of  constant  breakdowns  has  been  removed  for  the 
next  few  years. 

The  service  did  not  escape  the  effect  of  the  spiral  of  rising  prices, 
as  between  the  ordering  of  the  new  vehicle  and  actual  delivery  the 
purchase  price  rose  by  5%.  Not  only  did  this  occur  with  regard  to  the 
vehicle  but  also  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  new  dustbins,  the 
price  per  bin  increasing  by  11s.  6d.  between  ordering  and  delivery, 
due  to  additional  purchase  tax. 

The  bin  replacement  scheme  is  working  satisfactorily  and  has 
now  become  part  of  the  routine  work  of  the  department.  During 
the  year  332  bins  were  provided  under  the  scheme. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Lords  Street 
tip  continued  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  tip  is  enclosed 
on  three  sides  by  a chain  link  fence,  the  fourth  side  being  bounded 
by  the  River  Glaze.  The  present  life  of  the  tip  is  approximately  six 
years  but  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  because  of  the  straightening 
of  the  river  at  this  point  this  will  be  increased  by  another  ten  years; 
that  is  providing  we  can  acquire  the  land  which  is  transferred  to  our 
side  of  the  river. 

A very  marked  improvement  at  the  tip  was  the  provision  of  a 
brick  mess  room  and  water  closet  and  lavatory  basin  for  the  use  of 
the  workmen. 

Another  innovation  was  the  introduction  of  a tipping  charge 
for  trade  refuse,  etc. 
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The  collection  of  salvage  still  continues  its  upward  trend.  In 
1 954  we  exceeded  all  previous  records  for  the  collection  of  waste  paper 
and  it  was  thought  that  at  241  tons  the  peak  had  been  reached.  This, 
however,  was  not  so,  the  figure  for  1955  being  258  tons,  an  increase  of 
IT  tons.  Not  only  was  there  an  increase  in  paper  but  also  in  textiles 
and  metal.  The  outlet  for  bottles  and  jars  was  again  restricted  and  at 
one  period  collection  had  to  be  discontinued.  At  the  request  of  the 
Area  Scrap  Committee  loose  tins  were  salvaged  for  a period  but  this 
had  to  be  discontinued  owing  to  unauthorised  persons  gaining  access 
to  the  tip  and  scattering  the  loose  tins. 

The  paper  and  rags  are  sorted  and  baled  at  the  Fairhills  Road 
Depot  and  throughout  the  year  great  inconvenience  was  caused  by 
persons  breaking  into  the  premises  and  doing  wilful  damage  such  as 
breaking  the  electric  light  bulbs  and  cutting  the  wires  on  the  bales, 
etc.  In  my  opinion  the  main  cause  of  this  trouble  is  the  lack  of  a 
proper  fence  around  the  depot  and  until  such  a fence  is  provided 
there  will  be  no  hope  of  any  improvement. 


CLEANSING  COSTS 

AND  STATISTICS 

Total  weight  of  household  refuse 
collected.  Disposed  of  by 

controlled  tipping 

* . • ...  ... 

6,670  tons 

Population 

...  ...  ... 

14,850. 

Number  of  houses  and  premises. . . 

...  ...  ... 

4,737 

Approximate  number  of  bins 

emptied  each  cycle 

...  ...  ... 

4,871. 

Average  length  of  haul  ... 

...  ...  ... 

14 — 2 miles. 

Net  expenditure  : 

(a)  Collection 

£7,669 

(b)  Disposal  ... 

£1,366 

(c)  Provision  of  Dustbins  ... 

£ 493 

(d)  Salvage  ... 

£1,674 

Less  income  from  Salvage 

£11,202 

£2,319 

£8,883 

Net  cost  per  ton  : 

(a)  Collection  (including  salvage) 

£1  Is.  ld.\ 

£1  5s.  2d. 

(b)  *Disposal  ... 

4s.  Id.  / 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  population  : 

(a)  Collection  (including  salvage)  £472  19s.  lid.  \ 

£564  19s.  8d. 

(b)  * Disposal  ... 

£91  19s.  9d.  / 

* No  allowance  made  for  Trade  Refuse,  Road  Sweepings,  and  other 
waste  material  brought  for  disposal  by  the  Highways  Department 
and  other  persons. 

NOTH):  The  above  figures  relate  to  the  financial  year  1955-1956 


SALVAGE  FIGURES. 

The  details  of  material  collected  and  sold  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1955  are  as  follows: 


Paper 

T.  C.  Q. 

...  258  7 2 

£ s.  d. 
2092  17  11 

Textiles 

• • • . , , 

8 12 

2 

145  7 0 

Metals 

• • • ... 

14  5 

0 

43  3 8 

Tins 

...  ... 

6 7 

3 

6 7 9 

Bottles, 

jars  etc.... 

3 8 

3 

19  9 0 

Totals 

... 

...  291  1 

2 

2,307  5 4 

The  foil 

y wing  are  the 

figures  for  19. 

55  as  compared  with  the 

three  previous  years:  1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1'.  c.  q. 

T.  c.  q. 

'1'.  c.  q. 

T.  c.  q. 

Paper 

175  10  3 

205  6 1 

241  4 1 

258  7 2 

Textiles  ... 

11  16  0 

8 10  0 

8 4 3 

8 12  2 

Metals 

12  13  2 

5 8 2 

8 8 0 

14  5 0 

Tins 

— 

— 

— 

6 7 3 

Bottles,  jars, 
etc. 

2578  doz. 

2920  doz. 

1 155  doz. 

701  doz. 

Gross  income 

£2,109 

£1,679 

£1,801 

£2,307 

Summary  of  the  district  salvage  efforts 

Year 

Weight 
tons  cwt. 

qr. 

Increased 

Collection 

Allowance 

/ 

Bonus 

on 

Paper 

£ 

Prize 

W aste 
Paper 
Content 

L 

Value 

£ 

1942 

168 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

659 

1943 

174 

10 

0 

— 

— 

— 

787 

1944 

99 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

612 

1 945 

83 

10 

0 

— 

— 

— 

468 

1946 

102 

19 

1 

11 

— 

409 

1947 

129 

15 

1 

15 

— 

— 

463 

1948 

129 

6 

0 

27 

— 

— 

633 

1949 

191 

1 

0 

57 

— 

— 

979 

1950 

171 

15 

1 

— 

17 

— 

1069 

1951 

221 

4 

0 

— 

54 

50 

3106 

1952 

212 

13 

0 

— 

— 

— 

2109 

1953 

233 

11 

0 

— 

— 

— 

1679 

1954 

263 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1801 

1955 

291 

1 

2 

2307 

2472 

18 

2 

1 10 

71 

50 

17081 

_ J 

£17,312 

;u 


Total  weight  of  materials  recovered  : 
Paper  ... 

Tins 

Glass 

Textiles 

Scrap  metals  ... 

Bones  ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 


tons 

1905 

140 

172 

110 

92 

10 

44 


2472 


3<"> 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


Accumulations 
Animals  so  kept 
Atmospheric  pollution 
Bakehouses 
Butchers  shops 
Canteens 
Cinemas 

Council  House  applications 
Dairies 

Dwelling  houses  re  complaints  and  defects 
Dwelling  houses  re  defective  drains 
Dwelling  houses  re  overcrowding 
Dwelling  houses  dirty 

Dwelling  houses  re  infestations  ants,  cockroachc 
etc.... 

Dwelling  houses  re  infectious  disease 
Dwelling  houses  re  Housing  Act,  1936 
Dwelling  houses  re  Housing  Repairs  Rents  Act, 
Certificates  of  disrepair 
Survey 
Factories 


s 


954 


1 


16 

6 

53 
20 
38 
21 
21 

6 

5 

264 

189 

16 

16 

58 

54 
78 

20 

329 

75 


Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  239 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc.  ...  ...  193 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Mortuary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  -.  ...  13 

Public  cleansing — Controlled  Tip  ...  ...  ...  217 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  79 

Public  Health  Laboratory  14 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  •••  211 

vSchools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • - • • • • 308 

Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  45 


Total  number  of  visits 


3920 


